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An Introduction to ASTER GDEM and Procedure Reading
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Abstract: On 30", June 2009, METI and NASA distributed the ASTER GDEM (Advanced Space borne Thermal Emission

and Reflection Radiometer Global Digital Elevation Model). The space resolution of ASTER GDEM is 1 arc-sec X 1 arc-sec(ap-

proximately 30m>X30m) and the land surface coverage reached 99 % ,both have much greater improvement than SRTM which

was distributed in 2003 by NASA. This paper introduced characteristics of ASTER GDEM and how to read the data with pro-

gramming language.
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ERSDAC(Earth Remote Sensing Data Analysis
Center) (http://www. gdem. ASTER. ersdac. or. jp)

NASA  LPDAAC(Land Processes Distributed
Active Archive Center) (http://www. gdem. ASTER.
ersdac. or. jp/index. jsp) o
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